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Artist Biography

Jinya Zhao is an artist and researcher whose practice investigates the sensory and perceptual conditions of 
blown glass. She holds a BA from the China Academy of Art (2017) and an MA and MRes from the Royal 
College of Art (2019, 2021). She recently completed her PhD at the Royal College of Art, where her doctoral 
research examined how materiality, colour and spatial layering shape viewer perception and activate 
memory and emotion. Her practice integrates glass with expanded spatial, chromatic and experiential 
concerns, advancing a practice-led enquiry into the embodied conditions of seeing and sensing.
She has undertaken residencies at Southern Illinois University in the United States (2019), Taoxichuan Glass 
Studio in China (2022) and Pilchuck Glass School in the United States (2023). Her work is held in public and 
private collections including the Prague Gallery of Czech Glass, Qingdao Art Museum, Ulster Museum and 
the Victoria and Albert Museum.
Zhaoʼs research introduces the concept of “synaesthetic touch”, proposing that blown glass can operate 
across visual, tactile and spatial registers to deepen perceptual engagement. Through opacity modulation, 
chromatic layering and spatial staging, she explores how glass can function simultaneously as a material 
and a conceptual medium that structures encounters extending beyond the purely visual. She further 
develops the ideas of “layerspace”, which examines the interplay of depth, structure and spatial narrative, 
and “site”, which considers how environmental, cultural and atmospheric contexts shape the reception of 
glass works.
By integrating theory with practice, Zhao constructs immersive perceptual situations that heighten sensory 
awareness. Her work positions glass as an artistic language in its own right, one that brings together 
memory, perception and experience through the shifting behaviour of material, colour and light.



Spring, 2025
Size: 57 x 23 x 21 cm
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Attachment, 2025
Size: 41 x 32 x 16 cm
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The Summer – Colour Perception 
Study I, 2024
Size: 59 x 25.5 x 25.5 cm



Floating Memories, 2023
Size: 41 x 30 x 30 cm



Out and Beyond the Window, 2023
Size: 47 x 27.5 x 27.5 cm



Non-Existent Existence_The Two of Us No.2, 2021
Size: 28 x 19.5 x 19.5 cm



Non-Existent Existence_The Two of Us No.6, 2021 
Size: 31 x 26.5 x 26.5 cm
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